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(54) ITO TARGET FOR SPUTTERING 

(57)Abstract: . . 

PURPOSE: To obtain an ITO target for sputtering in which the suppression of the occurrence of blackening is 
enabled by incorporating a sintered body essentially consisting of indium oxide and tin oxide with a specified 
amt. of cerium oxide. 

CONSTITUTION: A sintered body essentially consisting of indium oxide and tin oxide and contg. tin oxide by 
about 5-30wt.% (expressed in terms of Sn02) is incorporated with cerium oxide by 0.1-3% (expressed in terms 
of Ce02). This sintered body is obtd., e.g. by adding cerium powder to oxide indium and tin oxide powder as a 
starting raw material and sufficiently mixing and pulverizing it into fine grains with <0.07^im average particle 
diameter having a specific componental compsn., subjecting the same to a solid solution treatment preferably 
at about 1000-1200° C, thereafter executing compacting at about >1350° C and sintering the same at about 
>1350° C in an oxygen-contg. atmosphere. By using the sintered body as an ITO target for sputtering, stable 
plasma is generated without causing blackening occurring an abnormal discharge phenomenon to obtain a 
formed film of high quality. 
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